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the dangers AAPI communities face,
like hate crimes.

In California, anti-AAPI hate crimes
are up 177 percent, but some commu-
nities experience these threats more
acutely. For example, a recent survey
found that Vietnamese communities
are 38 percent more likely to worry
about hate crimes than other AAPI
communities.

I am leading efforts to fund commu-
nity-based solutions to anti-AAPI hate
crimes, but making these tools even
more effective requires data that iden-
tify at-risk groups. Official data must
guide our efforts to keep our AAPI
neighbors safe.

————
SCOURGE OF WOKEISM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Wyoming (Ms. HAGEMAN) for 5 minutes.

Ms. HAGEMAN. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to talk about yet another in-
stance of the insanity of wokeism that
is permeating our society, ruining our
culture, and destroying our ability to
govern.

This scourge has infiltrated aca-
demia, the media, and our corporate
boardrooms, and it is now taking over
our government functions, all on the
backs of our taxpayers, those very tax-
payers who recognize this nonsense for
what it is and who are being plucked
clean by an elitist cabal of eco-warriors
who are paid to destroy the very stand-
ard of living that allows them to focus
on made-up crises rather than to do the
job for which they were hired.

Of what do I speak? The U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service has now begun of-
fering eco-grief training for its employ-
ees. Yes, you heard me correctly. Eco-
grief, a made-up condition that pro-
vides an opportunity for our oh-so-deli-
cate employees who are allegedly
struggling with a sense of trauma as
they witness what they claim is a
changing environment.

It is one thing for a private company
to waste its own money, but it is not
okay for the Federal Government to
misappropriate our money to further a
political agenda that is intended to in-
crease the cost of putting food on your
table, a roof over your head, and gas in
your car.

It is our money that is being used for
environmental activism instead of pay-
ing down some of our nearly $32 trillion
in debt. It is our money that is being
used to convince people that the
United States is evil, despite the fact
that we have lifted more people out of
poverty, provided a better standard of
living, and provided more opportunities
for more people than any other country
in the history of mankind while at the
same time using and managing our
natural resources in a way that pro-
tects our environment and our sov-
ereignty.

Eco-grief is admittedly a smaller
budget item than many other woke
programs. That, however, is no reason
to ignore what it portends, as it is just
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the latest made-up malady and another
part of a larger scale assault on both
common sense and American energy.

Biden’s administration has gone to
war on our energy industries by block-
ing the extraction, development, trans-
port, and use of our abundant and clean
fossil fuels—in other words, those en-
ergy resources that actually work,
such as coal, oil and gas, and uranium.

They seek to make us energy pau-
pers, thereby forcing the United States
to beg other countries for the resources
that we need to power this country and
our economy.

Permitting is now longer, more com-
plicated, more expensive, and designed
to limit new energy development and
production throughout every step of
the process. Oil and gas leases have de-
clined by 97 percent compared to this
point in Donald Trump’s Presidency.

Despite Biden irresponsibly tapping
into our Strategic Petroleum Reserve,
gas prices remain stubbornly high, and
natural gas, a major source of home
heating for half of America, is expected
to increase by 25 percent.

Coal provides a quarter of America’s
energy. It is critical to manufacturing
and is vital to not only my State of
Wyoming but to anyone who wants to
ensure access to clean and affordable
energy. It is under constant attack by
the ever-increasing and more restric-
tive rules issued from on high by the
unelected bureaucrats in Washington,
D.C.

Who suffers? The citizens of this
country, with the poorest among us
suffering the most. I believe that there
truly is a special place in hell for peo-
ple who adopt policies that are de-
signed to create energy poverty, a situ-
ation where families must choose be-
tween buying food, heating their
homes, or putting gas in their cars.
This will be one of Biden’s lasting leg-
acies, shared misery for everyone ex-
cept the liberal elite.

Quite simply, we cannot afford the
woke energy agenda being pursued by
President Biden, and we sure as heck
can’t indulge in the latest made-up
condition of eco-grief.

While it may seem that we are in a
hopeless situation with a nonstop cycle
of bad policies coming out of D.C., we
cannot give up. With Republicans now
in control of the House of Representa-
tives, we must pass legislation to claw
back power from the administrative
state, and I am filing multiple bills to
do just that.

Ultimately, the solution is in pro-
ducing our affordable and plentiful
American energy, but we cannot wait
for 2 more years. Our citizens need re-
lief now.

I hope that everyone in this Chamber
will join me in fighting against Biden’s
war on energy. We must call out the
nonsense and remind these unelected
bureaucrats who they actually work
for—the American citizens who have no
interest in paying for their counseling.

For our friends at the Fish and Wild-
life Service who may be watching this

February 28, 2023

speech, you may want to take that eco-
grief seminar now, before we legislate
it out of existence.

——
O 1030

RUSSIA’S EXPANDED TERRORIST
WAR AGAINST UKRAINE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, today
I rise to mark more than 1 year of Rus-
sia’s expanded terrorist war against
Ukraine after its initial unprovoked in-
vasion in 2014.

The words of Ukraine’s poet laureate
Taras Shevchenko ring especially true
today as when he penned them nearly
two centuries ago:

“ rise ye up and break your
heavy chains and water with the ty-
rants’ blood, the freedom you have
gained.”

Ukraine’s moment to victory is now.
The defining accomplishment of the
20th century was the victory of liberty
over tyranny. Vanquishing Nazi and
imperialist tyranny and defeating the
forces of Soviet-imposed communism a
half century later ended the Cold War.

New institutions for the common de-
fense of liberty, including NATO, were
founded. The U.S. Marshall Plan helped
to secure and rebuild a war-torn but
free Europe, and both America and lib-
erty prospered.

Through the bipartisan leadership of
great Americans, including General
George Marshall, Secretary of War
Henry Stimson, and Presidents Harry
Truman and Dwight Eisenhower,
America rose—though somewhat reluc-
tantly—to be liberty’s standard-bearer.
And even in those European nations
that had fallen behind the Iron Cur-
tain, such as Ukraine, the impulse for
freedom hastened. For America, help-
ing liberty defeat tyranny has always
been bipartisan.

Recall the images of President John
Kennedy in West Germany declaring
““Ich bin ein Berliner.”

President Ronald Reagan stood be-
hind the Brandenburg Gate nearly two
decades later near the Berlin Wall de-
manding, ‘“Mr. Gorbachev, tear down
this wall.”

Those images defined the boundary
between East and West: free people
versus subjugated people.

It was barely 2 years after President
Reagan’s speech and after over four
decades of free world vigilance that the
world witnessed the profound victory
of the valiant Solidarno$¢ workers in
the steelyards of Gdansk, Poland.

Soon, captive nations subjugated by
the Soviet Union for decades began to
tumble. First, in 1989, Poland. Then in
1991, Ukraine. Then the entirety of the
captive nations held subjugated by the
Soviet Union. It was a major turning
point in the arc of world history.

The Allied post-war institutions cre-
ated to defend liberty still exist today.
Indeed, now with Sweden and Finland
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joining NATO, that alliance grows
stronger than it has ever been.

Ukraine, too, seeks to join its Euro-
pean allies who are democratic in the
European Union. Ukrainian soldiers
meanwhile embattled and vastly out-
numbered are dying, dying, dying for
the cause of self-determination and lib-
erty. Against great odds, Ukraine faces
an enemy three times their population
with far more military resources, but
they fight.

To gain a sense of what Ukrainians
are feeling right now, visit the World
War II Memorial here in Washington,
D.C. Seek to understand the sacrifices
of the more than 400,000 Americans
whose lives were given to liberty in its
cause on the Atlantic, Pacific, and Af-
rican fronts during the 20th century so
that we, our generations, could remain
free.

Under Soviet domination, no nation
in the world suffered more than
Ukraine. More than 4 million innocent
people were systematically starved to
death by Joseph Stalin, with millions
upon millions upon millions more,
whose names we will never know, mur-
dered by Stalin’s brutal Communist re-
gime. America has been absent those
horrors, thank God.

Despite these Dbestial atrocities,
America at times has turned a blind
eye to Russian atrocities dating back
to its World War II unholy alliance
with the Soviet Union to defeat Na-
zism.

In 2008, when Russian President Vladimir
Putin stormed into The Republic of Georgia,
President George W. Bush looked the other
way. In 2014, when Vladimir Putin, entirely
unprovoked, originally invaded Ukraine and
subjugated Crimea, President Barack Obama
paused.

Now Putin, in trying to capture the sovereign
nation of Ukraine and hold it under his tyran-
nical claw, has gone too far. America has re-
sumed its role as the vigorous and uncompro-
mising defender of free and aspiring people.
Liberty must check tyranny. Today, Ukraine
seeks liberty for her 40 million people—Liberty
must win. Liberty will win.

President Biden, Senate leaders CHUCK
SCHUMER, MITCH MCCONNELL,  Senator
LINDSEY GRAHAM, Speaker Emerita NANCY
PELOSI, and other impassioned advocates of
both parties champion Ukraine’s cause. Amer-
ica and our allies have responded to the crisis
by sending fervent support in the form of
weapons and humanitarian aid. What happens
next? In one word, victory.

Our Nation does not exist alone on this
globe. Isolation is strangulation. America’s
democratic ally Ukraine is pleading for help.
President Biden has made his position clear:
he will support Ukraine “as long as it takes.”
And he will not let Putin force Ukraine to ne-
gotiate away its territory. He takes these posi-
tions because he knows it would be aiding
and abetting the enemy for America to look
the other way. To do nothing is essentially
choosing to side with Russia over Ukraine. In
the long term that would be foolhardy and
dangerous both for the United States and for
a safer, more democratic world.

America is still a young land and, in some
ways, largely sheltered from the lengths to
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which vicious tyrants will go to wipe out free
people. Putin is prepared to go to those
lengths. This is the time to choose. This is the
time to fight. This is the time to stand up and
defend liberty, at home and abroad. Each gen-
eration must make fateful choices. So must
we.

When our great Nation was founded, most
of the world’s population were slaves, serfs, or
subjugated. Even then, one of our Founding
Fathers, Patrick Henry, grasped the concept of
liberty. He challenged our forbearers: “Give
me Liberty or give me death.” He understood
what was at stake then, just as the people of
Ukraine do today. So must we. The free world
must choose liberty. America stands with our
Allies to strengthen democracy, and realize in
our time and generation a free, sovereign, and
independent Ukraine. Slava Ukraini! Glory to
Ukraine.

————————

HONORING THE LATE JACOB CRUZ
BARNES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Guam (Mr. MOYLAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MOYLAN. Madam Speaker, I rise
to honor the late Jacob Cruz Barnes
who sadly left this world earlier this
month.

Jacob, also known as Jake, was a
proud son of Guam and a proud veteran
of the United States Air Force who
served our great country for over 29
years in uniform. Jake also spent a
good number of years ensuring that the
many needs of our community were ad-
dressed in public service.

Unfortunately, the last couple of
years were very challenging for Jake
and his family as he was unable to get
needed care that he required as he
fought several medical challenges, in-
cluding the fight for survival. The sim-
ple and decent services were unavail-
able in Guam for not only Jake, but for
many other of our veterans.

These are individuals who have put
so much on the line to preserve free-
dom and democracy to our great Na-
tion and our beautiful island of Guam,
that this country, this government
needs to invest more to ensure when it
is their time to obtain reliable care
that it is made available for them at
home where they can be with their
family and loved ones.

Sadly, Jake had to relocate to the
mainland to obtain additional care. We
need to do more.

This government needs to take note
that Guam has among the highest per
capita enlistments in the Nation. We
have proud patriots who call Guam
their home. We have American citizens
who are treated as second-class citizens
when it comes to care, whether it be
for our veterans or even when it comes
to SSI for our disabled residents.

We can’t say we are a land of oppor-
tunity when American citizens on U.S.
territory are not provided equity.

Jake leaves behind a legacy of lead-
ership, courage, and commitment to
his family, our island, and our Nation.

I had the honor of serving with his
wife, longtime senator and former
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Speaker in the Guam legislature, Tina
Muna Barnes, over the past 4 years.
She, too, has always been a staunch ad-
vocate for equity when it comes to ben-
efits for our community. I witnessed
firsthand the challenges she and her
family had to endure to ensure that
care was made available for Jake. It
wasn’t easy.

From the Halls of this historic build-
ing which represent democracy and
freedom, I honor a veteran, a son of
Guam, the late Jacob Cruz Barnes.

On behalf of the 118th Congress, I ex-
press my deepest condolences to his
wife, Speaker Tina, his four children,
his grandchildren and great-grand-
children, and his many other family
members.

Jake, thank you for your service and
may you rest in peace.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 39
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at noon.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

God, our guardian and sure defender,
cause us not to go forth into this day
with such haste that we fail to wait on
You to direct our steps, for You have
promised time and again that You will
go before us. So we pray Your guidance
for this day.

May we trust You to lead us where
You would have us go. May we be sure
that You have already prepared us to
do the work that is set before us. May
we anticipate the blessings You have
provided for us. Remind us that we
need only follow Your lead.

Then, O God, as You go before us, be
also our rearguard. Surround us with
Your encouragement when we are hesi-
tant to move forward. Protect us from
those who come from behind to exploit
our vulnerabilities. Uphold us as we
strain under the weight of schedules
and expectations.

God, go before us to lead us, behind
us to defend us, and be ever with us
that we may enjoy the embrace of Your
love.

In Your merciful name we pray.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
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